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and in the long run, imbibed the principles of non-co-opera-
tion which launched them into lawlessness and revolt. Actuated
by feelings of disaffection towards the Government, these people
wanted to throttle the Municipality and establish a 'Swaraj
Union5. To this end, they took recourse to the weapon of
social boycott to the extreme point possible, and persuaded
the councillors to resign their seats on the Council* This
was followed by the supersession of the Council and the
appointment of a Special Officer. A week after the Council
was superseded. Mr. Gandhi also visited the place. He told
the people that the appointment of an Official Chairman,
meant violence; and in order to gain their end, he advised
them to have recourse to non-co-operation; and if they were
diffident of carrying out the campaign without the least violence,
they should take to the alternate method of evacuation. The
leaden then hit upon desertion and enforced it much against
the will of the indigent by holding out the threat that the
paid Chairman would distrain all their properties if they stuck
to their abodes any longer; by distributing relief money, by
exercising social boycott, and by defiling wells. As a result of
all this, about thirteen thousand of the population are living
outside the town, some in sheds three miles off towards
Ipurupalem, some close to the tow?i. beyond municipal limits
towards Jandrapet, and others in the surrounding villages of
Vetapalem, Bapatla etc. The fight is, after all, political and
not economic, as represented by the leaders. Since the 1st of
April 1921, an amount of Rs. 5,309-15-6 has been collected
(as taxes). The total demand of the Municipality for last year
was roughly Rs. 29,000. Chirala is a fit place for a munici-
pality. Its conversion into one or more permanent unions, is,
I submit, an undesirable setback to progress. Besides, it will serve
as a bad precedent and bring ruin to other municipalities
which have begun to totter. It is not due to the self-determi-
nation of the people but to others* determination over the
will of this townsmen, that such an impasse was brought about*
It is a tirade against the popular Ministry who are in no
way responsible for the introduction of the Municipality into